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[bookmark: cpBillTitle]LOCAL GOVERNMENT LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (STRONGER COMMUNITIES) BILL 2026
[bookmark: cpMinister](Amendments and New Clauses to be proposed in Committee by INGRID STITT)

1. [bookmark: cpStart]Clause 1, page 2, after line 16 insert—
	"(aa)	to amend the City of Melbourne Act 2001 to remove group voting tickets from the election of Councillors; and".
NEW CLAUSES
2. Insert the following New Clauses to follow Clause 18—
	'18A	Internal arbitration process
After section 141(2)(d) of the Principal Act insert—
	"(da)	any requirements of guidelines published under section 149(1)(ca);".
	18B	Application for an internal arbitration process
In section 143(3) of the Principal Act, for "3 months" substitute "6 months".'.
3. Clause 21, after line 3 insert—
	'(a)	after paragraph (c) insert—
	"(ca)	publish any guidelines in relation to the interpretation and application of the Model Councillor Code of Conduct for the purposes of internal arbitration process applications that the Principal Councillor Conduct Registrar has determined to be necessary;".'.
4. Clause 21, line 4, omit "(a)" and insert "(b)".
5. Clause 21, line 10, omit "(b)" and insert "(c)".
NEW CLAUSES
6. Insert the following New Clauses before Clause 45—
	'44A	Section 6B repealed
Section 6B of the City of Melbourne Act 2001 is repealed.
	44B	New section 7A inserted
After section 7 of the City of Melbourne Act 2001 insert—
	"7A	Application of Divisions 6 and 7 of the Local Government Act 2020
	(1)	To avoid doubt, Division 6 of Part 8 of the Local Government Act 2020 applies to the election of a single Councillor.
Note
See also section 18 in relation to the Lord Mayor and the Deputy Lord Mayor.
	(2)	To avoid doubt, Division 7 of Part 8 of the Local Government Act 2020 applies to the election of 2 or more Councillors, including for the purposes of a general election.".
	44C	How votes to be counted
Section 18(2) of the City of Melbourne Act 2001 is repealed.
	44D	Schedules 1, 2 and 3 repealed
Schedules 1, 2 and 3 to the City of Melbourne Act 2001 are repealed.'.
AMENDMENT OF LONG TITLE
7. Long title, after "2001" insert "to remove group voting tickets from the election of Councillors,".
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